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TRUCKEE MEADOWS FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 

RIDE-ALONG APPLICATION 
 

Name:              
  (Last)    (First)    (Middle) 

Address:        City:       State:    
Home Phone:  (     )    Cell Phone:  (     )    
Occupation:        Home Address:       
Date of Birth:       /     /    Email Address:      
Driver’s License:      /    Other ID:        
                                   (State) (Number) 
Fire Department Affiliation (if any):          
Reason for Requesting Ride-Along:           
             
             
Requested/Preferred Ride along Date(s):         
Local Emergency Contact:            
Home Phone:  (     )     Business Phone:  (     )     
 
      I have been provided a copy, reviewed and agree to the terms stated within the TMFPD “Participant 
Expectations” as found on the TMFPD Website. 
      I attest that I am at least 18 years of age. 
 
I certify that the foregoing is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. 
 
 
__________________________________________ Date:  __________________ 
(Signature of Applicant) 
 
Do not write below this line 
 
Reviewed by:  ____________________ Rank:  _______________ Date/Time: ________ 
Disposition: Professional ____ Non-Professional ____ 

Approved:  ______ 
Denied:      ______      Signature ___________________________ 

Remarks: (reason for denial) ________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Ride-Along Assignment:  ________/_______ Date: ______________  

      (Station)   (Shift) 
 



Page 1 of 2 
Participant Expectations 

2.4.6 Ride along Policy 

 
TRUCKEE MEADOWS FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 

PARTICIPANT EXPECTATIONS 
 
 

1. Ride-along participants will be allowed to ride along with an on-duty crew from the hours of 0800-
2000. 
 
a. Exception:  Qualified VFD members may ride along for the entire shift and/or rotation at the 

discretion of the on duty Captain and Battalion Chief. 
 

b. Exception:  Where the crew/apparatus is committed on an incident, the ride-along participant may 
continue his ride along past 2000 hours.  Special arrangements will not be made to remove the 
ride-along participant from the crew/apparatus which will interfere with the incident. 

 
2. Participants shall arrive at the Station no less than fifteen (15) minutes prior to the start of their 

scheduled ride-along time.  If a participant arrives less than fifteen (15) minutes prior to the start of 
their scheduled ride-along time and has made no attempt to contact the Station where they are 
scheduled, it will be at the discretion of the Station Captain whether or not the participant is allowed 
to continue with the ride-along 
 
a. Any ride-along participant who is sent home for being late will be offered one (1) more 

opportunity to participate in a ride-along.  If the participant arrives late for their re-scheduled 
ride-along, they may not be offered a third opportunity for a ride-along.  This participant may 
then not be allowed to participate in the TMFPD’s ride-along program. 

 
3. Participants will be expected to bring their own food supply to last them through the day (i.e. 

Breakfast, Lunch, and Dinner).  The ride-along should not expect to have food provided for them by 
the on-duty crew or that they will have the opportunity to visit the grocery store during their ride-
along time.  The ride along participant may be invited to participate in group meals with the on-duty 
crew, but should not expect it. 
 

4. Participants will be expected to participate in all of the daily duties that the on-duty crew is 
completing, to a level that is comfortable to the participant.  Participants should be self-motivated and 
should spend available free time working on items related to the purpose for their ride-along.  
Participants should not use down time to sleep/watch television or waste time by other means. 
 

5. When on an emergency scene, the participant shall remain in the vehicle until directed by the Station 
Captain that they may leave the vehicle. 
 
a. Due to the potential danger associated with wildland fire incidents, participants shall not respond 

when dispatched to a wildland fire incident. 
 Qualified VFD members are exempt from this provision and may participate to the scope of 

their medical and fire training. 
 

b. Participants shall be observers only and are not allowed to work or provide care on the emergency 
scene. 
 Qualified VFD members and educational related ride-a-longs are exempt from this 

provision and may participate to the scope of their medical and fire training, in accordance 
with State regulations and District approvals. 
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6. Uniforms: 
 

a. Qualified VFD members – 
 

i. Shirt:  Volunteer Department issued T-shirt. 
ii. Dress Shirt:  Volunteer Department issued uniform shirt. 

iii. Pants:  Dark Blue 100% cotton (or FR) slacks or 100% cotton (or FR) EMT style pants.  
Writing and emblems are not acceptable.  Pants must be in good condition. 

iv. Belt:  Black belt, minimal buckle. 
v. Shoes:  Black and polished station style boots. 

vi. Jacket:  Volunteer Department issued sweatshirt, jacket or coat. 
vii. Socks:  Solid black or white in color. 

viii. Educational related ride-a-longs may wear their required program uniform as long as they are 
well kept, clean and in a professional looking manner. If no course clothing is required then 
the above guidelines will apply 

 
b. Non-VFD participants – 

 
i. Shirt: White 100% cotton shirt.  Writing and emblems are not acceptable. 

ii. Pants: Dark blue 100% cotton (or FR) slacks.  Writing and emblems are not acceptable.  
Pants must be in good condition. 

iii. Belt: Black belt, minimal buckle. 
iv. Shoes: Station style boots or Hiking boots with ankle support. 
v. Jacket: Any type of dark sweatshirt, jacket, coat.  Writing and emblems are not acceptable. 

vi. Socks:  Solid black or white in color. 
 

7. ATTIRE WITH TRUCKEE MEADOWS FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT LOGOS ARE NOT 
ALLOWED TO BE WORN BY PARTICIPANTS DURING THE RIDE-ALONG PROGRAM. 
 

8. Facial body piercings (ears-one stud piercing in each ear will be allowed) must be removed before 
reporting for a ride-along.  An attempt must also be made to cover as many tattoos as possible (i.e. 
long sleeves to cover multiple arm tattoos). 
 

9. Male ride-along participants shall arrive with a clean shaven face in accordance with TMFPD policy 
1.2.12. 
 

10. If a ride-along participant fails to arrive for their scheduled shift in the proper uniform, or fails to 
meet the TMFPD ride-along physical appearance standards, the Station Captain will send the 
participant home.  An opportunity will be allowed for a future ride-along. 
 

11. Participants are expected to act in a mature and professional manner. 
 
12. Seat belts will be worn at all times when riding in any TMFPD vehicle or apparatus. 

 
13. Participants shall follow any lawful order given to them by any responsible TMFPD official without 

question or argument.  Participation in the program may be TERMINATED at any time at the 
discretion of the Truckee Meadows Fire Protection District. 
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TRUCKEE MEADOWS FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 

PARTICIPANT WAIVER FORM 
 
 
 
Whereas, I          

   (Name – please print) 
 

Being over the age of 18 and not being a member of the Truckee Meadows Fire Protection District, have 
made a voluntary request to ride as a guest in a fire vehicle assigned to the Truckee Meadows Fire 
Protection District and to accompany a member or members of the Fire District during the performance of 
their duties; and 
 
I AGREE: 
 

1. That I am aware that the work of the Fire District is inherently dangerous and that I may be 
subjected to the risk of death or personal injury or damage to my property by accompanying any 
member or members of the Fire District and that I freely, voluntarily, and with such knowledge 
assume the risk of death, personal injury, or property damage arising from or in any way 
connected with the use of weapons; unlawful acts or forcible resistance by law violators or 
suspected law violators, assault, riot, breach of the peace, fire, explosion, gas, electrocution, or 
the escape of hazardous materials while accompanying a member or members of the Fire District. 

 
2. That the Truckee Meadows Fire Protection District, its employees, the Board of Fire 

Commissioners, Fire Chief, Chief Officers, and each of them, shall not be responsible or liable 
for any injury, damage, loss or expense, either to me or my property, incurred while riding in any 
vehicle assigned to the Truckee Meadows Fire Protection District or while accompanying any 
member or members of said district. 

 
3. For myself, my heirs, executors, administers and assigns to defend and indemnify the That the 

Truckee Meadows Fire Protection District, its employees, the Board of Fire Commissioners, Fire 
Chief, Chief Officers, and each of them, against any and all manner of actions, causes of actions, 
suits, debts, claims, demands, or damage or liability of expense of every kind and nature incurred 
or arising by reason of any actual or claimed negligent or wrongful act or omission of mine while 
riding in any vehicle assigned to the Truckee Meadows Fire Protection District or while 
accompanying any member or members of said district. 

 
I HEREBY REPRESENT that I have carefully read and understand the contents of this document, 
including the detailed instructions and guidelines and signed the same of my own free will. 
READ THIS DOCUMENT IN FULL BEFORE SIGNING 
 
 
______________________________ ____________________________ ___________________ 
TMFPD Designee   Participant Signature   Date 
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