
BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS  
TRUCKEE MEADOWS FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 

 
TUESDAY 11:00 a.m. OCTOBER 11, 2011 
 
PRESENT: 

John Breternitz, Chairman 
Bonnie Weber, Vice Chairperson* 

Robert Larkin, Commissioner  
Kitty Jung, Commissioner 

David Humke, Commissioner* 
 

Nancy Parent, Chief Deputy Clerk (11:00 a.m. to 11:16 a.m.) 
Amy Harvey, County Clerk (6:00 p.m. to 6:06 p.m.)  

Katy Simon, County Manager 
Paul Lipparelli, Legal Counsel 
Tim O’Brien, Division Chief 

 
 The Board convened at 11:00 a.m. in regular session in the Commission 
Chambers of the Washoe County Administration Complex, 1001 East Ninth Street, Reno, 
Nevada, and conducted the following business: 
 
11-96F AGENDA ITEM 2 
 
Agenda Subject: “Public Comment. Comment heard under this item will be limited 
to two minutes per person and may pertain to matters both on and off the 
Commission agenda. The District will also hear public comment during individual 
action items, with comment limited to two minutes per person. Comments are to be 
made to the District as a whole.” 
 
 There was no response to the call for public comment. 
 
11-97F AGENDA ITEM 3A 
 
Agenda Subject: “Approval of the BOFC meetings minutes for September 13, 
2011.” 
 
 There was no public comment on this item. 
 
 On motion by Commissioner Jung, seconded by Chairman Breternitz, 
which motion duly carried with Commissioners Weber and Humke absent, it was ordered 
that Agenda Item 3A be approved.   
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11-98F AGENDA ITEM 4 
 
Agenda Subject: “Fire Chiefs Report – Report and discussion related to Fire 
District operations by Reno/Truckee Meadows Chief Michael Hernandez.  
 
 Reno/Truckee Meadows Chief Michael Hernandez reviewed the Incident 
Response and Fire Station brown out statistics as noted in the staff report. During the 
month of August the Truckee Meadows Fire Protection District (TMFPD) responded to 
710 calls including: 446 medical calls; and, 22 structure fires. He indicated that a 
summary of significant events was located in the staff report. In discussing the fire season 
with the Nevada Division of Forestry (NDF), he was informed that approximately 
300,000 acres had been lost in the northeast quadrant of the State in the past two weeks.  
 
 Chief Hernandez explained that a presentation regarding the Reno Air 
Race response effort would be conducted during the next meeting. 
 
*11:05 a.m.  Commissioner Weber arrived. 
 
 Chairman Breternitz asked if there was a TMFPD Station 12. Chief 
Hernandez replied that Station 12, which would be in the south end of the County, was in 
the planning phase. Currently, Station 14 was situated in the general area where Station 
12 would be located. 
 
 There was no action taken or public comment on this item. 
 
11-99F AGENDA ITEM 5 
 
Agenda Subject: “Update, discussion and possible direction related to the status of 
the Truckee Meadows Fire Protection District Transition Plan.”  
 
 Kurt Latipow, Fire Services Coordinator, stated that a recruiter to assist 
with the Fire Chief recruitment had been added to the Plan and a draft brochure with the 
information and qualifications was being prepared. He said once that draft brochure was 
received, he would meet with Commissioner Larkin to review the document. Mr. 
Latipow indicated that Gant Charts had been developed for every operation within the 
Transition Plan. The updated Gant Charts would be on the County’s webpage allowing 
citizens to track the progress and to review and submit questions. 
 
 Commissioner Jung reiterated her past request for a list of department 
heads that were part of the County’s Transition Team. Mr. Latipow confirmed that he 
would e-mail that list to the Board.  
 
 There was no action taken or public comment on this item.  
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11-100F AGENDA ITEM 6 
 
Agenda Subject: “Approval of an Interlocal Agreement between the Washoe 
County Sheriff’s office (WCSO) and the Truckee Meadows Fire Protection District 
regarding cost and use of the WCSO firefighting capable helicopter. (All 
Commission Districts.).” 
 
 Kurt Latipow, Fire Services Coordinator, stated that this fire season the 
County had used the Washoe County Sheriff’s Office (WCSO) RAVEN 3 Helicopter, 
which was certified to fly over local lands and lands that abutted the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM). He noted that there had been numerous requests from the BLM for 
the Helicopter. He said staff had committed to review the cost formulas when preparing 
the new Agreement. 
 
 Chairman Breternitz inquired about the $50,000 as noted in the staff 
report. Mr. Latipow explained that donations had been sought for operational costs. He 
said the partners had met and identified the contribution from each partner. The 
agreement specified that the Truckee Meadows Fire Protection District (TMFPD) would 
contribute $50,000 for Fiscal Year 2011/12 toward the operation of the Helicopter and 
pay a reduced hourly rate for hours of utilization. 
 
 In reviewing the Agreement, Chairman Breternitz noticed that the 
signatory page included the City of Reno. Mr. Latipow explained that the County was 
still within the Interlocal Agreement with the City. Within that Agreement, there was a 
specific clause that mandated any contract the TMFPD entered into, the City of Reno be 
signatory or have consideration of being a signatory. He clarified that the City had no 
financial commitment within the program.   
 
 There was no public comment on this item. 
 
 On motion by Commissioner Jung, seconded by Commissioner Larkin, 
which motion duly carried with Commissioner Humke absent, it was ordered that Agenda 
Item 6 be approved. The Agreement for same is attached hereto and made a part of the 
minutes thereof. 
 
11-101F AGENDA ITEM 9 
 
Agenda Subject: “Commissioners’/Manager’s Announcements, requests for 
information and identification of topics for future agendas. (No discussion among 
Commissioners or action will take place on this item.)” 
 
 There were no Board member comments. 
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11-102F AGENDA ITEM 10 
 
Agenda Subject: “Public Comment. Comment heard under this item will be limited 
to two minutes per person and may pertain to matters both on and off the 
Commission agenda. The District will also hear public comment during individual 
action items, with comment limited to two minutes per person. Comments are to be 
made to the District as a whole.” 
 
 There was no response to the call for public comment. 
 
11-103SF AGENDA ITEM 7 
 
Agenda Subject: “Possible closed session pursuant to NRS 288.220 for the purpose 
of discussing with management representatives labor matters associated with 
delivery of new fire services by July 1, 2012.” 
 
*11:16 p.m. On motion by Commissioner Larkin, seconded by Commissioner Jung, 

which motion duly carried with Commissioner Humke absent, it was 
ordered that the meeting recess to a closed session for the purpose of 
discussing with management representatives labor matters associated with 
delivery of new fire services by July 1, 2012 per NRS 288.220. 
Commissioner Humke arrived at 12:24 p.m. and was present for the closed 
session.  

 
6:00 p.m.  The Board returned with all members present. 
 
11-104F AGENDA ITEM 8 
 
Agenda Subject: “Approve the benefits provision associated with the specification 
and salary range of $101,400 - $134,867 for the Truckee Meadows Fire Protection 
District (TMFPD) Fire Chief. (All Commission Districts.)” 
 
 There was no public comment on this item. 
 
 On motion by Commissioner Jung, seconded by Commissioner Weber, 
which motion duly carried, it was ordered that Agenda Item 8 be approved.   
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 * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
 ADJOURNMENT 
 
6:06 p.m. There being no further business to come before the Board, on motion by 
Commissioner Humke, seconded by Commissioner Jung, which motion duly carried, the 
meeting was adjourned.  
 
 
 
 
  _________________________ 
  JOHN BRETERNITZ, Chairman 
  Truckee Meadows Fire 
  Protection District 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________ 
AMY HARVEY, Washoe County Clerk 
and Ex-Officio Clerk, Truckee Meadows 
Fire Protection District 
 
Minutes Prepared By: 
Stacy Gonzales, Deputy County Clerk  
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