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BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS  
TRUCKEE MEADOWS FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 

 
TUESDAY 11:00 a.m. MAY 22, 2012 
 
PRESENT: 

Bonnie Weber, Vice Chairperson 
John Breternitz, Commissioner 

Kitty Jung, Commissioner 
David Humke, Commissioner 

 
Amy Harvey, County Clerk 

Katy Simon, County Manager 
Paul Lipparelli, Legal Counsel 
Sandy Munns, Division Chief 

ABSENT: 
Robert Larkin, Chairman 

 
 The Board convened at 11:01 a.m. in regular session in the Commission 
Chambers of the Washoe County Administration Complex, 1001 East Ninth Street, Reno, 
Nevada, and conducted the following business: 
 
12-106F AGENDA ITEM 2 
 
Agenda Subject: “Public Comment. Comment heard under this item will be limited 
to two minutes per person and may pertain to matters both on and off the 
Commission agenda. The District will also hear public comment during individual 
action items, with comment limited to two minutes per person. Comments are to be 
made to the District as a whole.” 
 
 Carole Billau was disappointed that a budget sheet was not provided for 
this meeting since the budget transition page had been included for previous meetings. 
She hoped that sheet would be included in the future and would show all the costs 
incurred or required to stand up the new department. Ms. Billau also requested the date 
the tax increase would be submitted to the Department of Taxation.  
 
 Peggy Lear Bowen asked that Station 35 in Verdi remain at their present 
location. She said the goal should be to protect and to keep the community safe.  
 
 Cathy Brandhorst spoke about embezzlement and lawsuits. 
 
12-107F AGENDA ITEM 3A 
 
Agenda Subject: “Approval of Volunteer Report for the month of April 2012.”  
 
 There was no public comment on this item. 
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 On motion by Commissioner Breternitz, seconded by Commissioner Jung, 
which motion duly carried with Chairman Larkin absent, it was ordered that Agenda Item 
3A be approved.  
 
12-108F AGENDA ITEM 3B 
 
Agenda Subject: “Update, discussion and possible direction related to status of the 
Truckee Meadows – Sierra Fire Protection District’s Expanded Transition Plan.”  
 
 There was no public comment on this item. 
 
 On motion by Commissioner Breternitz, seconded by Commissioner Jung, 
which motion duly carried with Chairman Larkin absent, which motion duly carried, it 
was ordered that Agenda Item 3B be approved.   
  
12-109F AGENDA ITEM 4  
 
Agenda Subject: “Discussion and approval of an Interlocal Agreement for 
Administrative and Technical Services between Washoe County and the Truckee 
Meadows Fire Protection District.”  
 
 Kurt Latipow, Fire Services Coordinator, explained this was an update to a 
long-standing agreement that the District had before consolidation and, as a result of the 
contract with the City of Reno, most of the duties had been assumed by the City. As part 
of the transition, he said oversight was necessary to update the agreement. He said the 
new agreement also included a performance review, a County-Wide Cost Allocation Plan 
(COW Cap) section that clarified the relationship between the District and the County 
and a commitment to an annual and ongoing review of the value of provided services. 
 
 There was no public comment on this item. 
 
 On motion by Commissioner Breternitz, seconded by Commissioner 
Humke, which motion duly carried with Chairman Larkin absent, it was ordered that 
Agenda Item 4 be approved. The Interlocal Agreement for same is attached hereto and 
made a part of the minutes thereof.  
 
12-110F AGENDA ITEM 5 
 
Agenda Subject: “Discussion and action on the District’s Tentative Budget, possible 
changes, and adoption of the Final Budget for FY 12/13.” 
 
 Kurt Latipow, Fire Services Coordinator, indicated that this item was not 
necessary since the Final Budget was adopted on May 21, 2012.  
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12-111F AGENDA ITEM 6 
 
Agenda Subject: “Approval to purchase one (1) HME Ahrens Fox Rescue/multi use 
vehicle, through joinder in a related contract, for the sum of $142,858.00 from HME 
Incorporated, Wyoming, Michigan.” 
 
 Kurt Latipow, Fire Services Coordinator, stated this multi-use vehicle 
would be placed in service at the Hidden Valley Station and was previously approved in 
order to accommodate the staffing configuration and to enhance the service to that area. 
He noted that the actual purchase price was $142,858. Mr. Latipow indicated that the 
vendor had the unit in stock and the District had been assured that the unit would be 
delivered within 10 days of receipt of the Purchase Order, which allowed the District 
ample time to have the unit ready for service by July 1, 2012.  
 
 Commissioner Humke asked how the cost of this unit compared to a fully 
equipped fire engine and was this unit designed to carry more medical or fire response 
equipment. Mr. Latipow replied that a fully equipped fire engine cost between $500,000 
and $600,000. He said the unit was designed to carry limited fire response equipment 
because it was not a fire engine and would carry more medical response equipment.  
 
 Commissioner Jung asked why this unit was purchased from a vendor in 
Michigan. Mr. Latipow said there was a decline in manufacturers and, of those 
manufacturers, very few were keeping much inventory. He said the vendor was located in 
Michigan, but their sales personnel were located in California. He remarked that Ahrens-
Fox had the unit and their price was considerably lower than what was originally 
projected. He indicated there were no fire apparatus manufacturers in the State, but the 
District would go out to full bid for additional equipment. 
 
 Commissioner Humke said there was a $2,000 training item listed on the 
letter provided from Ahrens-Fox and inquired about that item. Due to liability, Mr. 
Latipow explained that Ahrens-Fox was mandated by their insurance company to provide 
training. He said he had attempted to have that item removed; however, their insurance 
company mandated that they carry out the training. Commissioner Humke asked if there 
was a specific timeframe for this training to occur. Mr. Latipow did not believe there was 
a timeframe and noted that the representative would spend about two days with the 
department.  
 
 There was no public comment on this item. 
 
 On motion by Commissioner Humke, seconded by Commissioner 
Breternitz, which motion duly carried with Chairman Larkin absent, it was ordered that 
Agenda Item 6 be approved.   
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12-112F AGENDA ITEM 7 
 
Agenda Subject: “Recommendation to approve a new 1.0 FTE Truckee Meadows 
Fire Protection District Logistics Technician, salary range is $23.45 to $30.48 with 
the total salary and benefit top step cost of $87,067.80.” 
 
 Kurt Latipow, Fire Services Coordinator, said when negotiations were 
occurring with Local 3895, the labor unit related that consideration be given to 
establishing the Logistics Technician position in order to move over an existing 
mechanic. He said the skills the individual had were more than just a mechanic and 
enabled the Logistics Technician position to be identified. He indicated that this position 
was specific to the logistics support function and the support division of the District. 
 
 Commissioner Jung asked if this position would be listed in the transitions 
start-up cost or the on-going costs, and when would the Board be presented with a side-
by-side comparison of those costs. Mr. Latipow indicated that the side-by-side 
comparison had been drafted and was awaiting final review. The funding for this position 
was carried in the augmentation for the balance of this year and had been transferred over 
to the Truckee Meadows Fire Protection District (TMFPD). Mr. Latipow explained that 
this position was funded in the budget approved by the Board on May 21, 2012 for the 
on-going costs. 
 
 Commissioner Humke requested the costs being incurred if the District 
remained in the Interlocal Agreement with the City of Reno be built into a side-by-side 
comparison.  
  
 There was no public comment on this item. 
 
 On motion by Commissioner Breternitz, seconded by Commissioner Jung, 
which motion duly carried with Chairman Larkin absent, it was ordered that Agenda Item 
7 be approved.  
  
12-113F AGENDA ITEM 10 
 
Agenda Subject: “Commissioners’/Manager’s Announcements, requests for 
information and identification of topics for future agendas. (No discussion among 
Commissioners or action will take place on this item.)” 
 
 Commissioner Humke requested the costs being incurred if the District 
remained in the Interlocal Agreement with the City of Reno be built into a side-by-side 
comparison.  
 
 Katy Simon, County Manager, clarified that the increase in the tax rate for 
Truckee Meadows Fire Protection District (TMFPD) residents was 6.37 cents and was a 
less than 2 percent increase. 
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 Commissioner Jung requested the side-by-side comparison along with the 
enhancements requested by Commissioner Humke and the date the tax increase would be 
enacted. Kurt Latipow, Fire Services Coordinator, understood that the tax increase was 
approved when the Tentative Budget was adopted on May 21, 2012 and would be 
enacted on July 1, 2012. With the additional information requested for the side-by-side 
comparison, he would be unable to meet the deadline for the June 12, 2012 meeting. He 
asked if the Board would accept a briefing and then include the information on the 
following meeting. If the Board received the data electronically, Commissioner Jung 
asked if that could also be placed on the County’s website. Mr. Latipow stated that would 
occur.  
 
12-114F AGENDA ITEM 8 
 
Agenda Subject: “Possible Closed Session pursuant to NRS 288.220 for the purpose 
of discussing with management representatives labor matters associated with 
delivery of new fire services.” 
 
11:31 p.m.  On motion by Commissioner Breternitz, seconded by Commissioner 

Humke, which motion duly carried with Chairman Larkin absent, it was 
ordered that the meeting recess to a closed session for the purpose of 
discussing with management representatives labor matters associated with 
delivery of new fire services by July 1, 2012 per NRS 288.220.  

 
5:30 p.m.  The Board reconvened with Chairman Larkin and Commissioner Jung 

absent. 
 
12-115F AGENDA ITEM 9 
 
Agenda Subject: “Possible approval of a Memorandum of Understanding between 
the District and its Local 3895 Firefighters Union to allow for one-time special 
recruitment process and promotional examinations in deviation of Article 14 of the 
parties’ collective bargaining agreement.” 
 
 John Slaughter, Management Services Director, indicated that Fire Chief 
Charles Moore was conducting interviews and was unable to attend the remainder of the 
meeting. He explained that the Memorandum of Understanding was being requested 
because there may not be as many City of Reno employees seeking employment with the 
District; therefore, a subsequent hiring process was needed.  
 
 There was no public comment on this item. 
 
 On motion by Commissioner Breternitz, seconded by Commissioner 
Humke, which motion duly carried with Chairman Larkin and Commissioner Jung 
absent, it was ordered that Agenda Item 9 be approved.  
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12-116F AGENDA ITEM 11 
 
Agenda Subject: “Public Comment. Comment heard under this item will be limited 
to two minutes per person and may pertain to matters both on and off the 
Commission agenda. The District will also hear public comment during individual 
action items, with comment limited to two minutes per person. Comments are to be 
made to the District as a whole.” 
 
 There was no response to the call for public comment. 
 
 * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
 ADJOURNMENT 
 
11:33 a.m. There being no further business to come before the Board, on motion by 
Commissioner Breternitz, seconded by Commissioner Humke, which motion duly carried 
with Chairman Larkin and Commissioner Jung absent, the meeting was adjourned.  
 
 
 
 
 
  _________________________ 
  ROBERT M. LARKIN, Chairman 
  Truckee Meadows Fire 
  Protection District 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________ 
AMY HARVEY, Washoe County Clerk 
and Ex-Officio Clerk, Truckee Meadows 
Fire Protection District 
 
Minutes Prepared By: 
Stacy Gonzales, Deputy County Clerk  
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