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BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS  
TRUCKEE MEADOWS FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 

 
TUESDAY 11:00 a.m. JUNE 26, 2012 
 
PRESENT: 

Robert Larkin, Chairman 
Bonnie Weber, Vice Chairperson 
John Breternitz, Commissioner 

Kitty Jung, Commissioner 
David Humke, Commissioner* 

 
Nancy Parent, Chief Deputy Clerk 

Katy Simon, County Manager 
Paul Lipparelli, Legal Counsel 
Michael Hernandez, Fire Chief 

Charles Moore, Fire Chief 
 
 The Board convened at 12:25 p.m. in regular session in the Commission 
Chambers of the Washoe County Administration Complex, 1001 East Ninth Street, Reno, 
Nevada, and conducted the following business: 
 
12-131F AGENDA ITEM 2 
 
Agenda Subject: “Public Comment. Comment heard under this item will be limited 
to two minutes per person and may pertain to matters both on and off the 
Commission agenda. The District will also hear public comment during individual 
action items, with comment limited to two minutes per person. Comments are to be 
made to the District as a whole.” 
 
 Carole Billau spoke on her concerns in regard to the two-man crew for the 
Hidden Valley Fire Station. 
 
12-132F AGENDA ITEM 3A 
 
Agenda Subject: “Approval of the BOFC meetings minutes for May 15, 2012.” 
 
 There was no public comment on this item. 
 
 On motion by Commissioner Breternitz, seconded by Commissioner 
Weber, which motion duly carried with Commissioner Humke absent, it was ordered that 
Agenda Item 3A be approved.  
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 12-133F AGENDA ITEM 3B 
 
Agenda Subject: “Update of the Truckee Meadows – Sierra Fire Protection 
District’s Expanded Transition Plan.” 
 
 There was no public comment on this item. 
 
 On motion by Commissioner Breternitz, seconded by Commissioner 
Weber, which motion duly carried with Commissioner Humke absent, it was ordered that 
Agenda Item 3B be approved.  
 
12-134F AGENDA ITEM 3C 
 
Agenda Subject: “Acceptance of Volunteer Report for May 2012.” 
 
 There was no public comment on this item. 
 
 On motion by Commissioner Breternitz, seconded by Commissioner 
Weber, which motion duly carried with Commissioner Humke absent, it was ordered that 
Agenda Item 3C be approved.  
  
12-135F AGENDA ITEM 4 
 
Agenda Subject: “Fire Chiefs Report – Report and discussion related to Fire 
District operations by Reno/Truckee Meadows Chief Michael Hernandez.”  
 
 Reno/Truckee Meadows Chief Michael Hernandez reported that two 
significant fires occurred in the Sun Valley area. He said the fire on Chocolate Drive 
remained under investigation and felt the cause would soon be determined. The fire on 
Flora Way was caused by electrical power lines arcing and noted that investigation was 
concluded.  
 
 Chairman Larkin thanked Chief Hernandez for his service and his 
professionalism and felt those qualities would continue through the transition. 
 
 There was no action taken or public comment on this item. 
 
 Fire Chief Charles Moore conducted the remainder of the agenda. 
 
12-136F AGENDA ITEM 5 
 
Agenda Subject: “Approval of a Cooperative Fire Agreement and Annual 
Operating Plan between the United States Department of the Interior Bureau of 
Land Management Carson City Office and the Truckee Meadows Fire Protection 
District.”  
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 There was no public comment on this item. 
 
 On motion by Commissioner Breternitz, seconded by Commissioner 
Weber, which motion duly carried with Commissioner Humke absent, it was ordered that 
Agenda Item 5 be approved. The Cooperative Agreement for same is attached hereto and 
made a part of the minutes thereof.  
 
12-137F AGENDA ITEM 6 
 
Agenda Subject: “Authorize the Risk Manager to renew the Property and Liability 
Insurance Policy for the Truckee Meadows Fire Protection District with the Nevada 
Public Agency Insurance Pool, effective July 1, 2012 for an Annual Premium of 
$130,437.30.” 
  
 There was no public comment on this item. 
 
 On motion by Commissioner Breternitz, seconded by Commissioner 
Weber, which motion duly carried with Commissioner Humke absent, it was ordered that 
Agenda Item 6 be authorized. 
 
12-138F AGENDA ITEM 7 
 
Agenda Subject: “Ratification of Interlocal Agreement between the Washoe County 
Health District and the Truckee Meadows Fire Protection District to provide 
storage and emergency operation activation of the VoiceStar CMS-T300 Series 
Portable Changeable Message Sign and Highway Advisory Radio equipment for the 
period upon ratification through June 30, 2013 with automatic renewal for two 
successive one-year periods on the same terms unless either party gives the other 
written notice of nonrenewal at least 60 days prior to June 30 of each year; and if 
approved, authorize Chairman to execute the Interlocal Agreement.” 
  
 There was no public comment on this item. 
 
 On motion by Commissioner Breternitz, seconded by Commissioner 
Weber, which motion duly carried with Commissioner Humke absent, it was ordered that 
Agenda Item 7 be ratified, approved, authorized and executed. The Interlocal Agreement 
for same is attached hereto and made a part of the minutes thereof.  
 
12-139F AGENDA ITEM 8 
 
Agenda Subject: “Approval of an Interlocal Contract between the Department of 
Conservation and Natural Resources Division of Forestry and the Truckee 
Meadows Fire Protection District for the provision of reciprocal Automatic/Mutual 
Aid services.” 
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 There was no public comment on this item. 
 
 On motion by Commissioner Breternitz, seconded by Commissioner 
Weber, which motion duly carried, it was ordered that Agenda Item 8 be approved. The 
Interlocal Contract for same is attached hereto and made a part of the minutes thereof.  
 
The following item only will be heard by the Washoe County Board of Commissioners 
who will convene as the Board of Fire Commissioners for the Truckee Meadows Fire 
Protection District and the Washoe County Board of Commissioners. (Agenda Item 11 
on the Board of Commissioners agenda). 

   
12-140F AGENDA ITEM 9 – FIRE SERVICES 
 
Agenda Subject: “Consideration of approval of an Interlocal Agreement between 
Washoe County on behalf of the Washoe County Sheriff’s Office and the Truckee 
Meadows Fire Protection District for dispatch services [not to exceed $525,000 for 
Fiscal Year 2012/13]. (All Commission Districts.)” 
 
*12:36 p.m.  Commissioner Humke arrived. 
 
 Commissioner Jung recalled that the District would contract with the City 
of Reno for dispatch services. Fire Chief Charles Moore explained that had been 
proposed, but those negotiations had failed and, therefore would be dispatching would be 
through the Washoe County Sheriff’s Office (WCSO). 
 
 Katy Simon, County Manager, stated that the Board had approved the 
initiation of the contract, the hiring of six dispatchers and the plan for some transitional 
support from the North Lake Tahoe Fire Protection District (NLTFPD) between the 
WCSO and the Truckee Meadows Fire Protection District (TMFPD). She said there was 
a companion item on the Board of County Commissioner’s agenda for a contract between 
the WCSO and the City of Reno to provide assistance and support from the City during 
the transition time. 
 
 There was no public comment on this item. 
 
 On motion by Commissioner Breternitz, seconded by Commissioner 
Weber, which motion duly carried, it was ordered that Agenda Item 11 be approved. The 
Interlocal Agreement for same is attached hereto and made a part of the minutes thereof. 
 
The following agenda item No. 10 will be heard by the Washoe County Board of 
Commissioners who will convene as the Board of Fire Commissioners for the Sierra 
Fire Protection District (SFPD) and the Truckee Meadows Fire Protection District 
(TMFPD). (Agenda Item No. 6 on the SFPD Agenda.) 
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12-141F AGENDA ITEM 10 
 
Agenda Subject: “Consideration and possible acceptance of the staff report 
concerning the acquisition by the Truckee Meadows Fire Protection District of a 5-
acre Mogul-area parcel of improved land (APN 038-800-11) located at 10201 W. 4th 
Street, for an amount not to exceed $250,000, upon which to relocate the career 
crew from Sierra Fire Protection District Fire Station No. 35 (Boomtown).” 
 
 Commissioner Jung inquired on the appraisal for this property. Wendy 
Pitts, Property Manager, indicated that this parcel was not actively on the market. She 
explained that 29 properties were researched and staff approached this property owner 
with an offer. The property owner agreed and noted the price was estimated on the 
property owner’s purchase price paid in a short-sale and the cost of the sale. 
 
 Commissioner Breternitz said he had been discussing this with the County 
Manager and Ms. Pitts over concerns the sale be conditioned on approval of the project 
and permitted by the City of Reno. He still had his concerns, but felt it was important to 
move ahead and would support the item.   
 
 There was no public comment on this item. 
 
 On motion by Commissioner Breternitz, seconded by Commissioner 
Weber, which motion duly carried, it was ordered that Agenda Item 10 be accepted.  
 
12-142F AGENDA ITEM 11 
 
Agenda Subject: “Approval of a Cooperative Agreement between the Truckee 
Meadows Fire Protection District and the City of Reno on behalf of the Reno Fire 
Department for exchange of Mutual Aid between the parties, and direction to staff 
to submit to the Reno City Council.”  
 
 Fire Chief Charles Moore stated that both entities were in agreement and, 
upon approval, the agreement would be submitted to the Reno City Council. Reno Fire 
Chief Michael Hernandez noted that an agreement had been reached with respect to the 
terminology. 
 
 There was no public comment on this item. 
 
 On motion by Commissioner Weber, seconded by Commissioner 
Breternitz, which motion duly carried, it was ordered that Agenda Item 11 be approved 
and directed. The Cooperative Agreement for same is attached hereto and made a part of 
the minutes thereof.   
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12-143F AGENDA ITEM 12 
 
Agenda Subject: “Approval of an Automatic Aid Agreement between the Truckee 
Meadows Fire Protection District and the City of Reno on behalf of the Reno Fire 
Department for exchange of Automatic Aid between the parties and direction to 
staff to submit to the Reno City Council for approval. (All Commission Districts).” 
 
 Fire Chief Charles Moore explained the differences between mutual aid 
and automatic aid. If automatic aid was not acted upon there would be a human cost 
involved, and another attempt needed to be made to approach the City of Reno and 
rationalize some form of automatic aid. Part of the proposal would allow the Fire Chiefs 
to design the system and then return to their respective Board and Council. 
 
 Paul Lipparelli, Legal Counsel, indicated that discussions had been on-
going with the City; however, the City felt that the Sierra Fire Protection District (SFPD) 
needed to be a party to those agreements. He recommended that the Board move forward 
with the agreement and, if the City confirmed their belief that the SFPD needed to be 
included, the agreement could be amended in the future.  
 
 There was no public comment on this item. 
 
 On motion by Commissioner Breternitz, seconded by Commissioner 
Humke, which motion duly carried, it was ordered that Agenda Item 12 be approved. The 
Automatic Aid Agreement for same is attached hereto and made a part of the minutes 
thereof. 
 
12-144F AGENDA ITEM 13 
 
Agenda Subject: “Possible Closed Session pursuant to NRS 288.220 for the purpose 
of discussing with management representatives labor matters and negotiations.” 
 
 There was no closed session scheduled. 
 
12-145F AGENDA ITEM 14 
 
Agenda Subject: “Commissioners’/Manager’s announcements, requests for 
information, topics for future agendas, and statements relating to items not on the 
Agenda. (No discussion among Commissioners will take place in this item.) 
 
   Commissioner Breternitz requested a report on the schedule for 
development of the Hidden Valley facility and Station No. 35. 
 
   Commissioner Weber suggested another meeting be scheduled for 
Caughlin Ranch residents. Fire Chief Charles Moore stated a meeting was scheduled for 
the Caughlin Ranch Homeowners Association (HOA) on July 11, 2012.  
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   Commissioner Breternitz confirmed that the Caughlin Ranch HOA had 
sent notice of the meeting to discuss information related to annexation. 
 
   Chief Moore displayed a map that predicted the response times and a 
proposed new station, which was placed on file with the Clerk. Commissioner Breternitz 
said there had been some demonstration runs completed from the current Station 35 to the 
Caughlin Ranch area and asked on those results. Chief Moore said he would supply the 
Geographic Information System (GIS) prediction to the Board. 
 
12:55 p.m.  Chairman Larkin left the meeting and Vice Chairperson Weber assumed 

the gavel. 
   
12-146F AGENDA ITEM 15 
 
Agenda Subject: “Public Comment. Comment heard under this item will be limited 
to two minutes per person and may pertain to matters both on and off the 
Commission agenda. The District will also hear public comment during individual 
action items, with comment limited to two minutes per person. Comments are to be 
made to the District as a whole.” 
 
 There was no response to the call for public comment. 
 
 * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
 ADJOURNMENT 
 
12:58 p.m. There being no further business to come before the Board, on motion by 
Commissioner Humke, seconded by Commissioner Jung, which motion duly carried with 
Chairman Larkin absent, the meeting was adjourned.  
 
 
 
  _________________________ 
  ROBERT M. LARKIN, Chairman 
  Truckee Meadows Fire 
  Protection District 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_________________________________ 
AMY HARVEY, Washoe County Clerk 
and Ex-Officio Clerk, Truckee Meadows 
Fire Protection District 
 
Minutes Prepared By: 
Stacy Gonzales, Deputy County Clerk  
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