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BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS  
TRUCKEE MEADOWS FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 

SIERRA FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 
 
TUESDAY 11:00 a.m. SEPTEMBER 24, 2013 
 
PRESENT: 

David Humke, Chairman 
Bonnie Weber, Vice Chairperson 
Vaughn Hartung, Commissioner 

Kitty Jung, Commissioner 
 

Nancy Parent, County Clerk 
John Berkich, Interim County Manager 

Paul Lipparelli, Legal Counsel 
Charles Moore, Fire Chief 

ABSENT: 
Marsha Berkbigler, Commissioner 

 
 The Board convened at 11:12 a.m. in regular session in the Commission 
Chambers of the Washoe County Administration Complex, 1001 East Ninth Street, Reno, 
Nevada, and conducted the following business: 
 
13-118F AGENDA ITEM 2 
 
Agenda Subject: “Public Comment. Comment heard under this item will be limited 
to three minutes per person and may pertain to matters both on and off the 
Commission agenda. The District will also hear public comment during individual 
action items, with comment limited to three minutes per person. Comments are to 
be made to the District as a whole.” 
 
 There was no response to the call for public comment. 
 
13-119F AGENDA ITEM 3A   
 
Agenda Subject: “Approval of TMFPD Board of Fire Commissioners Meeting 
minutes from August 13, 2013.” 
 
 There was no public comment on this item. 
 
 On motion by Commissioner Hartung, seconded by Commissioner Jung, 
which motion duly carried with Commissioner Berkbigler absent, it was ordered that 
Agenda Item 3A be approved.   
 
 
 



PAGE 2  SEPTEMBER 24, 2013 

13-120F AGENDA ITEM 3B  
 
Agenda Subject: “Authorize the payment of the workers’ compensation insurance 
for the Truckee Meadows Fire Protection District to the Nevada Public Agency 
Insurance Pool Public Agency Compensation Trust (PACT), for a period of July 1, 
2013 through June 30, 2014 for an annual estimated premium of $825,121. (All 
Commission Districts)”  
 
 There was no public comment on this item. 
 
 On motion by Commissioner Hartung, seconded by Commissioner Jung, 
which motion duly carried with Commissioner Berkbigler absent, it was ordered that 
Agenda Item 3B be authorized.   
 
13-121F AGENDA ITEM 3C  
 
Agenda Subject: “Authorize the renewal of the Interlocal Agreement between 
Truckee Meadows Fire Protection District (TMFPD) and the Nevada Public 
Employees’ Deferred Compensation Program (NDC) by extending its terms to 
December 31, 2014 retroactive to its expired date of January 1, 2013. (All 
Commission Districts)” 
 
 There was no public comment on this item. 
 
 On motion by Commissioner Hartung, seconded by Commissioner Jung, 
which motion duly carried with Commissioner Berkbigler absent, it was ordered that 
Agenda Item 3C be authorized. The Interlocal Agreement for same is attached hereto and 
made a part of the minutes thereof.  
 
13-122F AGENDA ITEM 4  
 
Agenda Subject: “Fire Chief Report – A) Report and discussion related to fire 
district operations; B) Monthly Statistics; C) Washoe County Volunteer Fire 
Fighters Association Report for August 2013; D) Blue Ribbon Committee Update; 
E) Firefighter Award Presentation.” 
 
 Fire Chief Charles Moore reported on two significant incidents that had 
occurred and noted that a full description of the incidents was contained within the staff 
report. He announced that the Blue Ribbon Committee (BRC) had met on September 
23rd and devised a work plan for the Committee. He noted that the BRC was developing 
a background and an understanding of the current service levels. During the meeting, the 
BRC heard presentations on existing service levels from several agencies. Chief Moore 
indicated that a facilitator had been hired to help with the process, and he requested the 
Board review the work plan and advise him of any changes or other items the Board 
wanted the BRC to discuss. 
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 Chief Moore announced that Senior Vice Commander Danny Waldrop 
and Commander Denise Estes from the Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Verdi Post 
10053 were here to present an award to Firefighter Randy Gates. 
 
 On behalf of VFW 10053, Senior Vice Commander Waldrop presented 
Firefighter Randy Gates with the 2012 “Firefighter of the Year” award. He said this 
award was given in special recognition and highest praise for alertness, personal courage 
and ever efficient guardianship of life and property.  
 
 Chief Moore announced that Agenda Item 7 would be pulled from the 
agenda.        
 
 There was no action taken or public comment on this item. 
 
13-123F AGENDA ITEM 5  
 
Agenda Subject: “Possible approval of an Interlocal Agreement between Truckee 
Meadows Fire Protection District (TMFPD) and Sierra Fire Protection District 
(SFPD) for fire station cost sharing and participation in two fire stations. (All 
Commission Districts.)” 
 
 Fire Chief Charles Moore explained that costs were anticipated to be 
shared between the Truckee Meadows Fire Protection District (TMFPD) and the Sierra 
Fire Protection District (SFPD) for the proposed Mogul Fire Station. He said the 
Interlocal Agreement specified how much would be shared between the two agencies and 
the justifications thereof.  
 
 There was no public comment on this item. 
 
 On motion by Chairman Humke, seconded by Commissioner Hartung, 
which motion duly carried with Commissioner Berkbigler absent, it was ordered that 
Agenda Item 5 be approved. The Interlocal Agreement for same is attached hereto and 
made a part of the minutes thereof.    
 
13-124F AGENDA ITEM 6  
 
Agenda Subject: “Recommendation to award a base bid for the construction of the 
“Mogul Fire Station #35” located at 10201 West Fourth Street, Reno, NV 89523 to 
the lowest responsive and responsible bidder, (staff recommends Building Solutions 
General Contracting in the amount of $2,139,001), and if awarded, authorize the 
Chairman to execute contract documents upon presentation. (Commission District 
5.)” 
 
 There was no public comment on this item. 
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 On motion by Commissioner Hartung, seconded by Chairman Humke, 
which motion duly carried with Commissioner Berkbigler absent, it was ordered that 
Agenda Item 6 be awarded, authorized and executed.  
 
13-125F AGENDA ITEM 8  
 
Agenda Subject: “Recommendation for approval of the Resolution Adopting the 
Fire Code Set Forth in Washoe County Code Chapter 60, and providing for 
enforcement on all properties within both Districts by Truckee Meadows Fire 
Protection District employees, effective immediately. (All Commission Districts.)” 
 
 Amy Ray, Fire Marshal, stated that this resolution provided the Board of 
Fire Commissioners for the Truckee Meadows Fire Protection District (TMFPD) and the 
Sierra Fire Protection District (SFPD) to adopt Washoe County Code (WCC) Chapter 60, 
as previously adopted by the Board of County Commissioners (BCC) on August 27, 
2013. She indicated that the resolution included the removal of the section that amended 
the banning of exploding targets from the District.    
 
 There was no public comment on this item. 
 
 On motion by Chairman Humke, seconded by Commissioner Hartung, 
which motion duly carried with Commissioner Berkbigler absent, it was ordered that 
Agenda Item 8 be approved. The Resolution for same is attached hereto and made a part 
of the minutes thereof.  
 
The following Agenda Item, No. 9 only will be heard by the Washoe County Board of 
Commissioners who will convene as the Board of Fire Commissioners for the Sierra 
Fire Protection District, Truckee Meadows Fire Protection District and the Washoe 
County Board of Commissioners (Agenda Item No. 13 on the County Commissioners 
Agenda). 
  
13-126F AGENDA ITEM 9  
 
Agenda Subject: “Recommendation of approval of the Resolution Adopting Fee 
Schedule for Fire Related Matters, which is exactly the same as set forth in the 
outgoing version of the fire code at Chapter 60 of the Washoe County Code, and 
authorize enforcement of this fee schedule within their respective boundaries. (All 
Commission Districts.)”  
 
 Amy Ray, Fire Marshal, explained there was currently a fee schedule 
within Washoe County Code (WCC) Chapter 60. She said staff was requesting that the 
fee schedule be continued as a resolution in the new WCC Chapter 60. She indicated that 
none of the fees had changed as originally adopted in 2005.    
 
 There was no public comment on this item. 
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 On motion by Commissioner Hartung, seconded by Chairman Humke, 
which motion duly carried with Commissioner Berkbigler absent, it was ordered that 
Agenda Item 9 be approved. The Resolution for same is attached hereto and made a part 
of the minutes thereof.  
   
13-127F AGENDA ITEM 10  
 
Agenda Subject: “Discussion and possible approval of an Employment Agreement 
for Timothy Leighton setting forth salary and benefits for the position of Fire 
Division Chief of Truckee Meadows Fire Protection District and authorize the 
Chairman to sign the same. (All Commission Districts.)”   
 
 Fire Chief Charlie Moore commented that the position of Division Chief 
was the most demanding position within the organization. He said that Tim Leighton had 
done an amazing job for the District over the past 25 years. He explained that there were 
two individuals qualified in the Department for this position; however, the other Battalion 
Chief was not interested.    
 
 There was no public comment on this item. 
 
 On motion by Chairman Humke, seconded by Commissioner Hartung, 
which motion duly carried with Commissioner Berkbigler absent, it was ordered that 
Agenda Item 10 be approved, authorized and executed. 
 
 Commissioner Jung commended the District on the expansion of their 
leadership roles.   
 
13-128F AGENDA ITEM 11  
 
Agenda Subject: “Approve the job reclassification of up to five Firefighter/EMT-I 
positions to Firefighter/Paramedic positions for the purpose to fill current and 
future vacancies with the appropriately qualified personnel. (All Commission 
Districts.)”  
 
 Acting Battalion Chief Alex Kukulus said the Board had previously 
approved the expansion of the District’s Advanced Life Support (ALS) program in 
February 2013 to include all the Truckee Meadows Fire Protection District (TMFPD) 
stations and noted that the process had been on-going since that time. He said eight of the 
11 stations had completed that process and the remaining three would be included by the 
end of this calendar year. He said there were currently 12 vacancies throughout the 
Department in various ranks, and staff was completing the promotional exams and 
processes to fill those positions. He anticipated that the promotions would create a need 
for the Department to add up to five additional paramedics. He indicated this 
reclassification would change the job specifications from a firefighter/intermediate to a 
firefighter/paramedic. 
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 Chairman Humke inquired on the Stations that still needed the ALS 
program. Acting Battalion Chief Kukulus replied that the remaining three stations still 
needing the ALS program were: Station 14 (Damonte Ranch); Station 13 (Stead); and, 
Station 37 (Hidden Valley). In response to Chairman Humke’s question, he said Station 
30 (Bowers Mansion) had been an ALS rescue station since 2000. The remaining three 
stations would all be completed simultaneously when the additional personnel were hired 
over the next few months. Under the flexible staffing plan, Chairman Humke asked if 
there were any plans to change the service level for the Bowers Mansion Station. Acting 
Battalion Chief Kukulus replied there were no immediate plans to change the service 
levels for that Station. He added that some analysis had been completed for other parts of 
the District and, based on the population density and call volume in that area; in some 
degree it was receiving better service than other areas in the District because of the 
Rescue Trucks and Engines from two other Stations.  
 
 In respect to the Bowers Station, Fire Chief Charlie Moore explained that 
there were two components to a response; the initial response and the effective firefighter 
response. It was important for the citizens in Washoe Valley to understand that the 
Bowers Mansion Station received an average of six calls per month and most of those 
calls were medical calls. He explained that the District was able to assemble an effective 
firefighting force much faster in that particular area than any other area in the District 
since there could be a response from Station 39, Station 16, Carson City and 
supplemental resources from Station 14.             
 
 There was no public comment on this item. 
 
 On motion by Commissioner Hartung, seconded by Chairman Humke, 
which motion duly carried with Commissioner Berkbigler absent, it was ordered that 
Agenda Item 11 be approved.   
 
13-129F AGENDA ITEM 12  
 
Agenda Subject: “Recommend approval of the reclassification of a District’s Office 
Support Specialist to a Program Assistant position, as evaluated by the Job 
Evaluation committee.” 
 
 Acting Battalion Chief Alex Kukulus stated that the District had identified 
the need for additional administrative support to assist in various programs. He said the 
Job Evaluation Committee (JEC) had reviewed the needs in April 2013 and 
recommended that the District recruit for a Program Assistant position. The position was 
subsequently included in the FY 2013/14 budget; however, during the budget process it 
was inadvertently listed and funded as an Office Support Position. He said the error was 
discovered after the approval of the budget, so the District was attempting to properly 
classify and fund the position.   
 
 There was no public comment on this item. 
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 On motion by Chairman Humke, seconded by Commissioner Jung, which 
motion duly carried with Commissioner Berkbigler absent, it was ordered that Agenda 
Item 12 be approved.   
 
13-130F AGENDA ITEM 13  
 
Agenda Subject: “Staff update on Truckee Meadows Fire Protection District’s 
collaboration with Washoe County Sheriff’s Office on Neighborhood Watch and 
Community Outreach in Sun Valley Community. (Requested by Commissioner 
Jung.)” 
 
 Amy Ray, Fire Marshal, explained that she attended a Sun Valley General 
Improvement District (SVGID) meeting to observe a presentation on Neighborhood 
Watch by the Washoe County Sheriff’s Office (WCSO). She stated that she would 
coordinate with WCSO Lieutenant Theresa Aquila on future presentations in Sun Valley, 
and throughout the service areas of the Truckee Meadows Fire Protection District 
(TMFPD.) She commented that the District would concentrate on some community risk 
reduction strategies to improve the safety of the residents within the Sun Valley 
community, and develop effective community risk reduction programs that target the 
risks which had the highest frequency and highest risk to life and property. Fire Marshal 
Ray recommended a targeted approach to community outreach that focused on those 
internal risks. Those programs would focus on ensuring that the community had working 
smoke detectors, provide education on chimney maintenance, ash disposal and creosote 
buildup in flue pipes, yard maintenance and defensive space planning. Fire Marshal Ray 
said the District had allocated $5,000 for smoke detectors and $5,000 toward an Ash Can 
program. 
 
 Commissioner Jung suggested an evacuation plan for the Sun Valley 
community and a phone tree for the residents. Fire Marshal Ray said citizens had been 
encouraged to subscribe to the Washoe County “Code Red” program instead of a phone 
tree. She noted that the Code Red program had been effective through numerous events 
in the past year since it isolated a specific area and specific residences that should be 
concerned when an event occurred. 
 
 Commissioner Weber asked how citizens could register for the Code Red 
program. Fire Marshal Ray explained that the phone number used was the number a 
citizen registered and could be a cell phone, work phone or land line. Commissioner 
Weber suggested a town hall meeting for all County citizens in order to discuss some of 
the neighborhood watch programs, AlertID®, evacuation plans and the Code Red 
program.   
 
 There was no public comment on this item. 
 
 On motion by Commissioner Jung, seconded by Commissioner Hartung, 
which motion duly carried with Commissioner Berkbigler absent, it was ordered that 
Agenda Item 13 be accepted.   
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13-131F AGENDA ITEM 14  
 
Agenda Subject: “Update on REMSA/TM response to Wadsworth area, and 
approval of request for data from REMSA (Regional Emergency Medical Services 
Authority) and DBOH (District Board of Health). (Requested by Commissioner 
Hartung.)” 
 
 Fire Chief Charles Moore stated that the District had been requested to 
review a response at a residence in Wadsworth that occurred on July 12, 2013. A review 
of the incident showed that the Truckee Meadows Fire Protection District (TMFPD) was 
notified that the reported emergency was for a victim of a fall with injuries. He said 
Rescue 37 (Hidden Valley) was dispatched at 7:20 a.m. and responded at 7:22 a.m. At 
7:25 a.m., TMFPD was advised that the Regional Emergency Medical Services Authority 
(REMSA) was responding to the incident “from town,” which was later determined to be 
from somewhere in Sparks. At 7:52 a.m., Rescue 37 arrived on scene and was the first 
unit to make contact with the patient. 
 
 Chief Moore stated that the TMFPD did not have access to REMSA’s 
data, but based on the information reported by Rescue 37 and REMSA’s response to 
TMFPD’s request for information, REMSA Medic 29 arrived at 7:56 a.m. At 8:14 a.m., 
Rescue 37 and REMSA cleared the incident with one patient being transported to the 
Northern Nevada Medical Center. 
 
 When conducting research, Chief Moore explained that staff had found 
that in 1994 REMSA had been authorized by the Washoe County District Board of 
Health, who approved a 5.3 percent increase for REMSA’s ambulance bills to support the 
addition of a 24 hour ambulance service in Wadsworth. A letter dated April 14, 1994 
from the then District Health Officer to the then REMSA President included, “directing 
that REMSA place an ALS ambulance in Wadsworth, Nevada until further notice, 
effective today. This unit is to be staffed 24 hours a day.” Chief Moore said the 5.3 
percent increase to the ambulance bills in Washoe County had been in effect since it was 
approved in 1994. He stated that the TMFPD did not have the ability to verify how often 
REMSA had a unit located in Wadsworth. However, at the time of the incident in 
question, TMFPD was not aware of any other emergencies in that area that would have 
caused REMSA’s Wadsworth ambulance to be unavailable.  
 
 Commissioner Hartung asked how the level of the call or the priority was 
determined. Chief Moore replied that the priority was determined by the REMSA 
dispatcher based on a series of questions asked to the caller.   
 
 In response to the call for public comment, Jim Gubbels, REMSA 
President, explained that in 1994 there was a dispute between the Washoe County Health 
Officer and the Fernley Volunteer Ambulance Service. He said REMSA was directed to 
provide Advanced Life Support (ALS) services to Wadsworth and noted there was a 
station located in the Big Ben Trailer Park. In the early phases of the agreement, there 
was a 24 hour staff in Wadsworth that stayed unless they took a call and came into town, 
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and at that time no replacements were available. Over the last few years, he stated there 
were now 12-hour shifts in place and, if a call was taken and the unit came into town, 
another ambulance would be sent for coverage. If REMSA was not in the immediate area, 
Mr. Gubbels said they had a mutual aid agreement with the North Lyon Fire Protection 
District ambulance who had replaced the Fernley Volunteer ambulance. He commented 
that there used to be a fairly active TMFPD Volunteer Station in Wadsworth, but he was 
unsure on how that was currently staffed. He explained that when the two fire services 
merged in the early 2000’s, it was the Reno Fire Station on Mill Street that responded to 
Wadsworth. In this particular incident, he knew there was a period of time before 9-1-1 
was called, and he confirmed that the TMFPD response time was 35 minutes and that 
REMSA responded in 36 minutes.  
 
 Commissioner Hartung stated that his constituents in Wadsworth told him 
they never saw REMSA in their area. He said this incident revisited the question for cross 
collection of data so it could be verified or not verified on both sides. He noted that 
REMSA had been charging an additional 5.3 percent since 1994, but the citizens in 
Wadsworth were not satisfied with the service. Mr. Gubbels said if a citizen had any 
direct concerns, he could contact them to address those concerns.  
 
 Commissioner Weber suggested a community meeting to discuss the 
issues and concerns. Commissioner Hartung agreed.     
 
 On motion by Commissioner Hartung, seconded by Chairman Humke, 
which motion duly carried with Commissioner Berkbigler absent, it was ordered that 
Agenda Item 14 be accepted.   
 
13-132F AGENDA ITEM 15  
 
Agenda Subject: “Commissioners’/Chief’s Announcements, requests for 
information and identification of topics for future agendas. (No discussion among 
Commissioners or action will take place on this item.)” 
 
 Fire Chief Charles Moore announced that October would be declared Fire 
Prevention Month. 
 
 Commissioner Hartung acknowledged and commended staff on the Ash 
Can project. He said the goal was to have 1,000 ash cans available to distribute and noted 
that bids had been received and the project was moving forward. 
 
 Commissioner Weber announced that the Silver Lake Volunteer Fire 
Department celebrated their 40th anniversary.   
 
 
 
 
 



PAGE 10  SEPTEMBER 24, 2013 

13-133F AGENDA ITEM 16  
 
Agenda Subject: “Public Comment. Comment heard under this item will be limited 
to three minutes per person and may pertain to matters both on and off the 
Commission agenda. The District will also hear public comment during individual 
action items, with comment limited to three minutes per person. Comments are to 
be made to the District as a whole.” 
 
 There was no response to the call for public comment. 
 
 * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
 ADJOURNMENT 
 
12:21 p.m. There being no further business to come before the Board, on motion by 
Commissioner Jung, seconded by Commissioner Hartung, which motion duly carried 
with Commissioner Berkbigler absent, the meeting was adjourned.  
 
 
 
 
 
  _________________________ 
  DAVID HUMKE, Chairman 
  Truckee Meadows Fire 
  Protection District 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________ 
NANCY PARENT, Washoe County Clerk 
and Ex-Officio Clerk, Truckee Meadows 
Fire Protection District 
 
Minutes Prepared By: 
Stacy Gonzales, Deputy County Clerk  
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